[Results of treatment of children with acute lymphoblastic leukemia with a modified BFM protocol].
Our study presents the results of ALL treatment from year 1995 to 2002 according to modified BFM protocol at the Department of Hematology of the University Children's Hospital, Belgrade. Modification was necessary due to inadequate drug and diagnostic reagent supply at that time and related mainly to reduced intensity of therapy and difference of definition of risk factors in relation to original BFM protocol. A total of 69 patients were treated, 36 girls (52.2%) and 33 boys (47.8%), mean age 4.5 years (range 0.4-16.8 yrs.). Thirteen children were classified as high risk, out of whom, one had Down syndrome, two had earlier corticosteroid treatment, nine were with T immunophenotype, out of whom three were poor prednisone responders and one was female infant. Clinical and laboratory parameters on diagnosis in our group were similar to the characteristics of patients in large published studies which exclude selection bias. There were four toxic deaths (5.8%) and ten relapses (14.5%). Five year event-free survival (EFS) with median follow-up of 5.2 years (range 2.2-9.2 years) was 70%.